
April 22, 2021

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
Majority Leader
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Majority Leader Schumer,

We write today regarding the filibuster and the ability of the 117th Congress to deliver on an agenda that
centers on the needs of everyday people across America. Despite the extraordinary devastating pandemic and
unprecedented economic pain, millions turned out to deliver control of the federal government to Democrats
with the expectation that we will enact legislation that will have a meaningful impact on the lives of our
community members. Democrats now control the House, Senate, and White House because of the courage,
fierce organizing, and hope of millions of Americans. It is our duty to deliver on our promises to pass bold
legislation and do what is necessary to advance our fight for justice and economic prosperity.

In today’s hyper-partisan climate, there is simply no avenue for bold legislation that meets the needs of
everyday Americans without ending the filibuster. Just last month, we witnessed one of this Congress and
President Biden’s core promises, increasing the federal minimum wage to $15, fail to be included in the
American Rescue Plan ─ a $1.9 trillion package that is necessary for combatting the health and economic
crises borne out of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Despite strong outreach to our Republican colleagues, the American Rescue Plan was passed with not a
single Republican voting in favor of the legislation.1 A majority of Americans agree that passing this relief
package is a necessity, therefore, the Senate Democrats and the Biden administration were committed to
delivering a comprehensive relief package to the American people. Yet, in order to advance this critical
legislation, they were left with no choice but to rely on the reconciliation process to bypass the filibuster and
the need for 60 votes. Our efforts to enact a bold agenda should not be stalled by Republican obstruction. The
path forward in the fight for $15, voting rights, climate and environmental justice, gun violence prevention,
immigration reform, worker protections, LGBTQ equality, and reforming our criminal-legal system will
likely be further obstructed ━ unless we end the filibuster.

This is an existential moment for our country. We must end the gridlock that has become common practice in
Washington and govern boldly and transformatively to improve the lives of millions of people, children, and
families all across the country. For too many people in our communities, their very survival is at stake.
Republicans are well aware that removing barriers to passing legislation will have a transformational impact

1 Erica Werner. Biden $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief bill nears finish line in Congress. The Washington Post: March 9, 2021.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/us-policy/2021/03/09/biden-stimulus-house-passage/
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on these communities.  It is why they are passing legislation at the state level across the country in an attempt
to suppress the votes of Black, brown and Indigenous people. It is also why they are preventing the Senate
from advancing critical legislation that can meet the needs of the people we represent.

This is not the first time many in Congress have called for the elimination of the filibuster. Senate leaders
from both sides of the aisle have tried and failed to remove the filibuster. The filibuster has been a key tool in
preventing progress towards racial justice. It is a relic of Jim Crow-era policies that continue to preclude our
nation’s efforts to fulfill a foundational promise laid out in the constitution to “establish Justice, insure
domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the
Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our posterity.” From voting rights to gun violence prevention, the
filibuster continues to deny justice and racial equity to communities of color and blocks meaningful
legislation from moving forward.2

We urge Senate Democrats to do what it takes to pass an agenda that meets the needs of everyday people,
including eliminating the filibuster. We understand the balance of power and share a desire to maintain a
healthy political environment through bipartisanship. However, what has become patently clear is that we
cannot let a procedural tool that can be abolished stand in the way of justice, prosperity, and equity. We
simply cannot afford such a catastrophic compromise. We must legislate towards a better, more just
America━and that requires us to do what’s necessary to deliver for the communities that we all represent.

Thank you for your leadership during this critical moment for our country and for our world, and we look
forward to continued partnership in our work for the people.

Sincerely,

CORI BUSH
Member of Congress

JASON CROW
Member of Congress

PRAMILA JAYAPAL
Member of Congress

SEAN CASTEN
Member of Congress

2Alex Baptiste, Dr. Stephany Rose Spaulding, and Laura Williamson. End the Filibuster: How a Relic of Jim Crow Could Block Our
Progressive Agenda. Demos, Just Democracy, Truth & Conciliation. March 9, 2021
https://www.demos.org/policy-briefs/end-filibuster-how-relic-jim-crow-could-block-our-progressive-agenda; Rashad Robinson. The Senate
filibuster has a racist past and present. End it so America can move forward. USA Today: March 1, 2021.
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2021/03/01/end-filibuster-make-progress-race-voting-guns-health-care-column/6779720002/
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JAKE AUCHINCLOSS
Member of Congress

NANETTE DIAZ BARRAGÁN
Member of Congress

KAREN BASS
Member of Congress

EARL BLUMENAUER
Member of Congress

SUZANNE BONAMICI
Member of Congress

JAMAAL BOWMAN
Member of Congress

BRENDAN F. BOYLE
Member of Congress

ANTHONY G. BROWN
Member of Congress

ANDRÈ CARSON
Member of Congress

DAVID N. CICILLINE
Member of Congress

JUDY CHU
Member of Congress

KATHERINE CLARK
Member of Congress

YVETTE CLARKE
Member of Congress

STEVE COHEN
Member of Congress

GERALD E. CONNOLLY
Member of Congress

JIM COOPER
Member of Congress

DANNY K. DAVIS
Member of Congress

MADELEINE DEAN
Member of Congress

PETER A. DEFAZIO
Member of Congress

MARK DESAULNIER
Member of Congress

TED DEUTCH
Member of Congress

DEBBIE DINGELL
Member of Congress

LLOYD DOGGETT
Member of Congress

VERONICA ESCOBAR
Member of Congress

ADRIANO ESPAILLAT
Member of Congress

ANNA G. ESHOO
Member of Congress

DWIGHT EVANS
Member of Congress

LOIS FRANKEL
Member of Congress

RUBEN GALLEGO
Member of Congress

JOHN GARAMENDI
Member of Congress

JESÚS G. "CHUY" GARCÍA
Member of Congress

SYLVIA R. GARCIA
Member of Congress



JIMMY GOMEZ
Member of Congress

RAÚL M. GRIJALVA
Member of Congress

ALCEE L. HASTINGS
Member of Congress

BRIAN HIGGINS
Member of Congress

JARED HUFFMAN
Member of Congress

SARA JACOBS
Member of Congress

SHEILA JACKSON LEE
Member of Congress

HENRY C. "HANK" JOHNSON, JR.
Member of Congress

MONDAIRE JONES
Member of Congress

KAIALI'I KAHELE
Member of Congress

RO KHANNA
Member of Congress

RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI
Member of Congress

BRENDA L. LAWRENCE
Member of Congress

BARBARA LEE
Member of Congress

TED LIEU
Member of Congress

ANDY LEVIN
Member of Congress

ALAN LOWENTHAL
Member of Congress

CAROLYN B. MALONEY
Member of Congress

SEAN PATRICK MALONEY
Member of Congress

A. DONALD MCEACHIN
Member of Congress

JAMES P. MCGOVERN
Member of Congress

JERRY MCNERNEY
Member of Congress

GREGORY W. MEEKS
Member of Congress

GRACE MENG
Member of Congress

SETH MOULTON
Member of Congress

JERROLD NADLER
Member of Congress

JOE NEGUSE
Member of Congress

MARIE NEWMAN
Member of Congress

ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON
Member of Congress

ALEXANDRIA OCASIO-CORTEZ
Member of Congress

ILHAN OMAR
Member of Congress

FRANK PALLONE
Member of Congress



ED PERLMUTTER
Member of Congress

CHELLIE PINGREE
Member of Congress

MARK POCAN
Member of Congress

KATIE PORTER
Member of Congress

AYANNA PRESSLEY
Member of Congress

MIKE QUIGLEY
Member of Congress

JAMIE RASKIN
Member of Congress

BOBBY L. RUSH
Member of Congress

MICHAEL F.Q. SAN NICOLAS
Member of Congress

MARY GAY SCANLON
Member of Congress

JAN SCHAKOWSKY
Member of Congress

TERRI A. SEWELL
Member of Congress

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SHULTZ
Member of Congress

BRAD SHERMAN
Member of Congress

ERIC SWALWELL
Member of Congress

HALEY STEVENS
Member of Congress

MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress

MIKE THOMPSON
Member of Congress

RASHIDA TLAIB
Member of Congress

PAUL D. TONKO
Member of Congress

RITCHIE TORRES
Member of Congress

LORI TRAHAN
Member of Congress

LAUREN UNDERWOOD
Member of Congress

JUAN VARGAS
Member of Congress

NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ
Member of Congress

BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN
Member of Congress

MAXINE WATERS
Member of Congress

PETER WELCH
Member of Congress

NIKEMA WILLIAMS
Member of Congress

FREDERICA S. WILSON
Member of Congress

cc:
Members of the Senate Democratic Caucus


